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Manhattan Coin Club Minutes 
October 9, 2018 

 
	
President	Randy	L.	called	the	meeting	to	order.	There	was	a	good	attendance.		
	
Old	Business	
President	Randy	L.	reviewed	the	minutes	from	the	previous	meeting.	Randy	noted	that	the	
elections	were	to	be	held	this	month	but	apparently	since	he	missed	the	meeting	the	
election	was	held	and	he	was	President	again.	Randy	was	complimented	from	the	floor	for	
his	leadership	and	the	club	applauded.	
	
New	Business	
Matt	O.	had	no	updates	on	the	club’s	coin	show	coming	next	March.	The	Lenexa	Coin	show	
will	be	held	October	12	and	13	at	the	Lenexa	Community	Center,	13420	Oak	St,	Lenexa,	KS	
and	opens	Friday	2:00pm		to	7:00pm	and	Saturday	from			9:00	am	-	5:00	pm.	
	
Treasurer’s	Report	
There	was	no	Treasurer	report	but	Dave	S.	reported	a	club	balance	of	$2,886.10	last	
month.	Dave	reminded	everyone	that	club	dues	are	due.	He	said	that	two	new	members	
have	joined	and	paid	their	dues.	
	
Auctions	
Doyle	reviewed	upcoming	and	you	may	find	a	listing	of	auctions	at:	
https://kansasauctions.net/calendar/.	
	
Program	
	

Jess	E.	had	the	program	and	talked	about	
his	collection	of	about	700	coins	with	
elephants	represented	on	them.	He	
starting	hunting	elephants	16	years	ago.	
Through	his	collecting	coins	he	has	met	
people	all	over	the	world.	
	
In	a	previous	presentation	Jess	told	the	
group	he	had	four	coins	seized	by	
Homeland	security.	They	were	coins	
being	sent	to	him	and	he	had	only	
received	one	in	an	envelope	wrapped	
with	red	tape	and	labeled	“seized”.	He	
was	asked	to	bring	the	envelope	to	the	
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next	meeting.	The	coin	he	received	was	from	Thailand.	One	coin	he	had	not	received	was	
from	North	Korea.	All	of	them	were	ordered	because	they	had	elephants	on	them.	
	
Jess	also	showed	and	talked	about	his	Japanese	Invasion	currency.	Beginning	with	the	
capture	of	the	Philippines,	the	Japanese	military	confiscated	all	hard	currency,	both	on	a	
federal	and	individual	level,	replacing	it	with	locally	printed	notes	bearing	a	proclamation	
of	military	issue.	All	notes	bore	the	name	of	the	Imperial	Japanese	government,	and	some	
notes	proclaimed	the	“promises	to	pay	the	bearer	on	demand”.	Called	“Mickey	Mouse	
Money”	by	local	Filipinos,	it	was	valueless	after	the	overthrow	of	the	Japanese,	and	tons	of	
it	were	burned.	Japanese	troops	were	ordered	to	destroy	bank	records	and	any	remaining	
currency	prior	to	capitulation.	
	
By	the	end	of	World	War	II,	the	war	ended	and	the	currency	circulated	in	the	bearing	of	
the	Japanese	name	immediately	become	useless	papers.	Money	that	was	issued	included	
the	Philippines,	Burma	(now	Myanmar),	Malaya,	North	Borneo	and	Sarawak	(now	
Malaysia),	Singapore,	Brunei,	the	Dutch	East	Indies	(now	Indonesia)	and	some	areas	of	
Oceania	(New	Guinea	and	the	Solomon	and	Gilbert	islands).	Many	were	kept	as	wartime	
souvenirs,	and	are	now	in	museum	collections.	
	
Nick	F.	won	the	door	prize	of	a	2016	silver	dollar	and	J.	J.	won	the	youth	door	prize	of	a	
roll	of	wheat	pennies.	
	
The	upcoming	programs	are:	

• November	—	Matt	O.,	Using	Online	Resources.	
• December	—	Christmas	Party	
• 	

	
Following	the	silent	auction	with	no	further	business	
the	meeting	adjourned.	
	
(Reminder:	Past	newsletters	may	be	found	on	our	
webpage	at	http://www.manhattancoinclub.org	or	
by	contacting	the	newsletter	editor.)	
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Ancient	Coins	–	Elephants	on	Ancient	Coinage	by	Mike	Markowitz		
	
	

 
	
STRONG,	INTELLIGENT	AND	LONG-LIVED	–	yet	surprisingly	gentle	–	elephants	have	long	
exerted	a	powerful	hold	over	the	human	imagination.	Prehistoric	cave	paintings	depict	
elephants	and	their	extinct	cousins,	the	wooly	mammoth	and	mastodon.	Ivory	from	
elephant	tusks	was	a	precious	raw	material	in	the	ancient	world	because	it	was	durable	
and	beautiful,	but	easily	carved.		
	
When	we	say	“elephant”,	we	are	actually	talking	about	three	distinct	species:	the	Indian,	or	
Asian	elephant	(Elephas	maximus);	the	African	bush	elephant(Loxodonta	africana);	and	
the	African	forest	elephant	(Loxodonta	
cyclotis).		
	
Asian	elephants	have	smaller	ears	than	their	
distant	African	relatives,	a	high-domed	
forehead,	a	lighter	gray	color,	and	a	different	
arrangement	of	toes.	
	
Figure	1:	Elephas	maximus	and	Loxodonta	
africana	comparison	
	
DNA	analysis	has	only	recently	confirmed	that	the	forest	elephant	is	a	separate	species.	In	
antiquity,	a	population	of	them	lived	in	the	Atlas	Mountains	of	North	Africa	(these	were	
trained	for	war	by	the	armies	of	Carthage	and	Numidia)	but	they	died	out,	perhaps	as	the	
result	of	a	combination	of	climate	change,	deforestation	and	capture	for	the	Roman	arena.	
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	Wild	animals	that	cannot	really	be	domesticated,	
elephants	have	a	long	and	often	painful	history	of	
interaction	with	humans.	The	Indus	Valley	civilization	
used	captive	Asian	elephants	as	early	as	2000	BCE	for	
logging,	transportation	and	ceremonial	processions.	
	
India,	not	surprisingly,	provides	the	earliest	appearance	
of	elephants	on	coins.		
	
The	karshapana,	or	“punch-marked	silver”	coinage	of	
India,	dates	from	600	BCE	to	ca.	300	CE.	Simple	but	
distinctive	images	of	elephants	appear,	along	with	bulls,	

crescents,	stars	and	sunbursts.	 
	
Figure	2:	ASHMAKA:	Punchmarked,	ca.	500-350	BCE,	AR	1/2	karshapana	(1.56g),	Ra-464	
ff,	elephant	left	/	triangular	block	surrounded	by	three	annulets	&amp;	three	crescents	
(twice)	/	palm	branch	
	
Elephants	continue	to	appear	on	Indian	coinage	right	down	until	modern	times.		
	
The	earliest	representation	of	an	elephant	on	Greek	coinage	was	a	result	of	Alexander	the	
Great’s	campaign	in	India.		
	
On	the	reverse	of	a	rare	commemorative	silver	dekadrachm	
possibly	struck	at	Babylon,	Alexander,	lance	in	hand	astride	
his	stallion	Bucephalus,	charges	at	an	elephant	ridden	by	
Porus,	the	Indian	king	of	Pauravas,	and	an	attendant.	This	
may	have	been	an	actual	encounter	during	the	Battle	of	the	
Hydaspes	(326	BCE).	Horses	are	spooked	by	the	smell	and	
sound	of	elephants	unless	trained	through	long	familiarity,	
so	this	powerful	composition	celebrates	the	courage	of	
Bucephalus,	who	died	shortly	after	the	battle.	 
	
Figure	3:	Alexander	III,	The	Great	(336-323	BCE),	Silver	
Dekadrachm	of	5	Shekels,	40.08g.	Minted	at	Babylon,	struck	
c.	327	BCE.	The	New	York	Sale	XXVII	4	January	2012	Lot	number	304.	Price	realized:	
$300,000.	
	
The	strangest	elephant	imagery	on	ancient	coinage	is	the	“elephant	scalp”	headdress,	an	
adornment	symbolizing	the	“Conquest	of	India”.	It	first	appears	on	gold	and	silver	coins	of	
Ptolemy	I	in	the	name	of	Alexander	(struck	311-305	BCE).	Much	later,	Greco-Bactrian	
rulers	Demetrius	(c200-180	BCE)	and	Lysias	(120-110	BCE)	portrayed	themselves	on	
coins	with	this	bizarre	headgear,	celebrating	their	Indian	triumphs	and	asserting	their	
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connection	to	the	legendary	Alexander.	The	elephant	headdress	is	also	worn	by	the	
personification	of	“Africa”	on	the	coins	of	some	Roman	emperors,	including	Hadrian	(117-
138	CE)	and	Septimius	Severus	(193-211	CE).	

 
	
Figure	4:	The	Elephant	Headdress	were	a	featured	motif	
on	these	Greece	coins.	
	
The	Seleucid	kings	of	Syria	and	the	Antigonids	of	
Macedonia	were	successors	to	parts	of	
Alexander’s	empire,	and	they	valued	war	elephants	

brought	at	great	expense	from	India.	SeleukosI	(ruled	306-281	BCE)	traded	several	
provinces	(amounting	to	a	large	part	of	modern	Pakistan)	tothe	Indian	ruler	
Chandragupta	Maurya	in	exchange	for	a	herd	of	500	war	elephants	plus	handlers.	These	
beasts	and	their	descendants	fought	in	the	wars	of	his	various	successors	over	the	next	
century.	At	Ipsus	in	301	BCE,	400	Seleucid	elephants	defeated	75	Antigonid	beasts	in	the	
greatest	elephant	battle	of	classical	antiquity.		
	
Ptolemy	I	(ruled	305-285	BCE)	issued	gold	staters	
that	depict	a	deified	Alexander	in	an	elephant	
quadriga:	a	huge	triumphal	chariot	drawn	by	four	
elephants.	On	some	of	his	coins,	Seleukos	showed	the	
war	goddess	Athena	in	a	similar	vehicle.	It	is	doubtful	
whether	such	impractical	chariots	were	actually	
used,	but	several	Roman	emperors	were	sufficiently	
impressed	to	repeat	the	design	on	their	coins,	
centuries	later.	
	
Figure	5:	Elephant	quadriga	
	
Romans	first	encountered	elephants	in	battle	in	280	BCE,	when	Pyrrhus,	king	of	the	Greek	
region	of	Epirus,	invaded	Italy	with	an	army	of	25,000	men	and	20	war	elephants.	The	
Romans	recorded	the	appearance	of	the	animals	on	some	of	the	heavy	bronze	ingots	they	
used	as	currency	at	the	time.	Pyrrhus	established	his	base	at	the	Greek	city	of	Taras,	which	
placed	a	small	image	of	an	elephant	below	a	dolphin	rider	on	its	silver	coinage.	

 
	
Figure	6:	Coins	depicting	the	Pyrrhic	War	
Carthage	used	North	African	forest	elephants	in	war	
against	the	Romans,	with	mixed	success.	
Carthage	may	have	also	obtained	a	few	Indian	
elephants	through	trade.	
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That	may	explain	the	appearance	of	a	lumpish	but	very	Indian-looking	elephant	on	a	small	
bronze	from	an	Etruscan	town	in	the	Chiana	valley	of	Tuscany,	where	Hannibal’s	army	
operated	in	217	BCE	(It’s	hard	to	imagine	a	better	place	for	elephants	than	Tuscany	–	
except	perhaps	Tuscaloosa,	Alabama).		
	
The	remarkable	obverse	of	this	coin	is	sometimes	cited	as	the	earliest	appearance	of	a	
black	African	in	Western	art.	Another	small	bronze,	attributed	to	the	city	of	Capua	(one	of	
Hannibal’s	allies),	is	one	of	only	a	few	ancient	coins	showing	an	elephant	carrying	a	
“castle”	or	tower	on	its	back.		
	
African	elephants	appear	on	the	reverse	of	rare	Carthaginian	coins	struck	in	Spain	from	
about	220	to	206	BCE,	probably	to	pay	mercenaries.	The	
obverse	depicts	the	Carthaginian	god	Melkart	(identified	
with	Heraklesby	Greeks	and	Romans).	Some	experts	
argue	that	Melkart’s	profile	bears	the	features	of	
Hannibal	himself	(or	his	father	Hamilcar	Barca),	
although	this	may	be	wishful	thinking.	On	the	reverse	of	
a	famous	type,	a	cloaked	rider	sits	atop	the	animal’s	
back,	indicating	the	relatively	compact	size	of	the	North	
African	forest	elephant.	 
	
Figure	7:	Elephants	of	the	Second	Punic	War	
	
One	of	the	best-known	elephant	images	on	coins	appears	on	a	massive	issue	of	Roman	
denarii	in	the	name	of	Julius	Caesar.	Based	on	the	multitude	of	different	dies,	the	size	of	
this	issue	is	estimated	at	22.5	million	pieces.	

 
	

Figure	8:	Carthaginians	in	Spain	
	
Struck	by	a	military	mint	moving	with	Caesar	in	the	opening	months	of	the	Civil	War	
(April	to	August	49	BCE),	the	reverse	shows	the	“sacrificial	implements”	that	symbolized	
Caesar’s	office	as	high	priest	(Pontifex	Maximus)	of	the	Roman	state	religion.	
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The	obverse	bears	the	name	CAESAR	in	bold	letters	
below	an	African	elephant	trampling	on	a	horned	
serpent.	One	theory	is	that	the	“horned	serpent”	
represents	a	carnyx	–	the	serpent-headed	bronze	
ceremonial	war	trumpet	used	by	the	Gauls	–	so	the	
image	celebrates	Caesar’s	conquest	of	Gaul.	 
	
Figure	9:	Caesar’s	Elephant	
	
Another	theory	is	that	the	elephant	was	a	badge	or	
symbol	used	on	the	coinage	of	Caesar’s	political	
opponents,	the	powerful	Caecilii	Metelli,	descendants	of	Lucius	Caecilius	Metellus	(lived	
290–	221	BCE),	who	defeated	the	Carthaginians	at	Panormus	in	Sicily	in	251	BCE	and	
captured	120	war	elephants.	By	appropriating	a	symbol	used	by	his	opponents	Caesar	was	
subtly	insulting	them.	
	
Because	they	can	live	for	60	to	70	years	or	more,	elephants	became	a	symbol	of	“Eternity”	
for	later	Romans.	We	see	this	on	a	rare	gold	aureus	struck	after	the	death	of	Faustina	the	
Elder	in	161	CE.	On	the	reverse,	a	cart	drawn	by	two	elephants	with	riders	carries	an	
image	of	Faustina	with	the	inscription	AETERNITAS.	
	

 
In	248	CE,	Rome	observed	the	1,000th	
anniversary	of	its	legendary	foundation.	Emperor	
Philip	I	(“the	Arab”)	celebrated	with	elaborate	
gladiatorial	games,	fighting	exotic	animals	
brought	from	every	corner	of	the	empire.	These	
were	commemorated	on	his	coins,	which	survive	
in	large	numbers.	

Figure	10:	Diva	Faustina’s	elephant	cart	
	
On	one	type,	an	African	elephant	is	accompanied	by	the	legend	AETERNITAS	AUGG	–	
“eternity	of	the	emperors.”	This	is	probably	the	most	affordable	ancient	elephant	coin;	
nice	examples	can	be	found	for	under	$100	USD.	It	is	also	apparently	the	last	Roman	coin	
to	bear	the	image	of	an	elephant.		
	
As	a	symbol,	elephants	may	lack	the	familiarity	and	grace	of	the	horse,	the	speed	and	flight	
of	the	eagle,	or	the	ferocity	of	the	lion,	but	combining	strength,	longevity	and	intelligence,	
they	provide	associations	that	any	ruler	might	wish	to	associate	with	himself.	
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Figure	11:	Philip’s	elephant	
	

As	an	exotic	import	from	a	distant	land	(whether	India	or	Africa),	the	elephant	was	also	
something	noteworthy,	to	grab	the	attention	of	elites	and	subjects	handling	coins	in	daily	
life.	
*	*	*	
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